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Driver tries
to lure girl, 10,
with ice cream

EMMA POOLE
CALGARY HERALD

olice are once again

alerting parents after a

confrontation be-
tween a Calgary youngster
and a man trying to lure her
into a vehicle.

The encounter happened
Tuesday afternoon at the
intersection of Falconridge
Drive and 68th Street N.E.

Police said a 10-year-old
girl was walking in the area
when a newer model van or
truck pulled up beside her.

The man opened the pas-
senger door and asked the
girl if she wanted to go for
ice cream.

The girl ran from the car
and home to her mother,
who called police.

Calgary police Det. Iwan
Munnikhuis of the child
abuse unit, said there is no
indication that this con-
frontation is connected to
several others in the city
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how to avoid confronta-
tions with strangers.

“Our message is to keep
vigilant,” said Munnikhuis.
“Be vigilant with your kids."

Munnikhuis said police
are co-ordinating their ef-
forts on some of the open
investigations.

Detectives with the child
abuse unit will be review-
ing some of the files and
may interview some of the
intended young victims, he
said.

Police are not classifying
Tuesday’s incident as an at-
tempted abduction.

The man wanted for
questioning in the latest in-
cident is white, 55 to Gs,
with short salt-and-pepper
hair and two days’ facial

He was wearing a blue
hoodie sweatshirt and blue

jeans.
The vehicle is a dark
brown, late-model truck or

van.
Anyone with information
about the incident is asked
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religion
centre

JOE WOODARD
CALGARY HERALD

A Calgary-based national organiza-
tion has received a federal grant to im-
prove media coverage of religion.

The $350,000 federal contribution to
the Centre for Faith and Media was an-
nounced Wednesday. The money will
be used to develop programs to help
religious groups reach the media and
the media under-
stand faith issues,

Jean Augustine,
secretary of state
for multicultural-
ism and women,
announced the
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Canadian Heritage’s Pablo Sobrino
said “the government is committed to
reoogm.zmgthat religion plays an im-
portant part” in Canadian society, that
Canada now boasts a population made
up of 13 per cent visible minorities and
that the grant reflects Heritage
Canada's mandate to “reflect Canada
back to Canadians.”

The centre, founded in 1999 by for-
mer Calgary Herald religion editor
Gordon Legge, already runs a website
at www.faithandmedia.org.

lthaSproducedhandbooks for jour-
nalists on Christianity, Islam and Ju-
daism. Handbooks on Buddhism, Hin-
duism and Sikhism are also in the
works. And Burgener said the next
step is to develop national media

According to Statistics Canada, the
nation is 77 per cent Christian, two per
cent Muslim, one per cent each Jew-
ish, Buddhist, Hindu and Sikh, and 16
per cent “no religion.”

University of Calgary religious stud-
ies professor Eliezer Segal suggested
the centre may be pulled in two direc-
tions: "faith communities looking for
access to media” and “academics, try-
ing to provide objective, non-partisan
information.”

He said the funding source can be-
come an issue.

“There's a naive expectation that the
more people know each other, the
more they like each other,” Segal said.
“There may be evidence for the con-
trary theory. But (federal funding) cer-
tainly sets a different direction.”

Calgary Police chaplain Jim Amsing
said the centre could help with com-
munity policing, and help “faith-based
charities connect with the media.”

Centre board member John Stokoe,
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finance officer at Calgary’s Rocky ek
Mountain College, said the centre can i
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