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This was very different from two
months ago when I travelled through
the region with my wife and workers
from the refugee ministry in Manado.
At thaghme there was a high presence
of the military at all of the guard posts
—and no Jihad. .. £

“The other remarkable thing was the
emptiness of the roads and villages. The
people had fled. It was eerie.

“As we travelled closer to Tentena, a
Christian stronghold, we saw evidence
of an increasing number of refugees
heading that way. In Pandiri, there were
843 new refugees, 193 families from the
village of Malitu, destroyed Oct. 31 by
the Jihad.

“In Poso, we passed lots of Jihad men
by the Kayamanya mosque. Just past
there, we pulled into a Pertamina gas
station to refuel. We stayed in the vehi-
cles behind the tinted glass so as not to
draw attention.

“Just two months earlier this station
was a hive of activity. Now it was almost
deserted. Our guards said the station
was blockaded, and that Christians
were not allowed to refuel there. In fact,
all fuel — gasoline, kerosene, diesel —
was forbidden to be delivered to Ten-
tena, which is under an embargo by the
Jihad.

“Members of the Jihad had told the
Pertamina officials that if they delivered
fuel supplies to Tentena they would be
killed. Even though the community of
Tentena had paid for three tanker loads
of fuel, the Pertamina officials were re-
fusing to deliver them, for fear of their
lives

“The Laskar Jihad has already de-
stroyed 30 villages and 4,000 homes in
the last three months. Military guards
have been removed from Christian vil-
lages, and police weaponry in Tentena
has been reduced to three rifles for 35

men.

“Meanwhile, Laskar Jihad is allowed
to operate a munitions factory in Palu,
despite numerous requests from Chris-
tians to close it down. Afghanis and
Pakistanis arrived in Pandajaya, near
Pendolo, to train local Jihad in the man-
ufacture of weapons and bombs...

“Senior officials in Sulawesi have in-
formation that over a thousand more Ji-
had warriors from Aceh (northern
Sumatra) are on their way to Tentena
and will travel the south route up from
Makassar to Pendolo, as they prepare
for a ‘bloody Christmas' in Tentena. ..

“In the displaced person camps that
we visited, many of the inhabitants were
thin and malnourished. The young chil-
dren in particular were suffering. Asa
result, diseases like TB and malaria
were on the increase. There were insuf-
ficient medical personnel, medicines
and equipment to serve the needs of the
people.”

International Christian Concern:
An ICC special envoy to Poso
Nov. 18-22 reports
on a fact-finding mission:

... In recent weeks, the route we were
travelling had been attacked many
times, and Christians were dragged
from vehicles and killed. One 15-year-
old boy was travelling in a bus with his
mother when a band of Jihad warriors
stopped the bus and dragged him into
the jungle, never to be seen again.

Four miles from where we were pass-
ing Kasiguncu, a man was shot and
killed. Ahead of us a gun battle raged
across the road, as the Jihad tried to
cross a strategic bridge into Christian
Ranononcu on the main road to Ten-
tena...

Our team met with a pastor and his
wife who informed us of yet another at-
tack. On the night of Now. 15, Jihad ter-
rorists attacked Patangolemba. Pastor
Theopilus Kuhambo and his wife Sum-
iati Tomanga described it:

“The guards of our village were con-
ducting their routine check of the vil-
lage perimeter when they noticed a
band of heavily-armed men dressed in
black moving toward our village. The
guards gave the alarm, striking metal

Calgary Word of Faith Church
5225 - 4th St. N.E. Tel 208-3790
Rasters Trvwor & Jeus Neufeld
Stinkiy 10:30 2 ., Wednesdsy 7:00 p.m.
Wed. 700 pumn.
Alfifiatac with Ao of Tinith Churches & Winuinmim Kassmar Hw“

(THE ALLIAN

é_ROCKYVIEWﬁm“""“""’ P
Pastors: Randy Rohrick, Jeremy Cook & Rick Kiforal
Sermon: “M.LEG"

8:00 a.m, - Worship Sarvice and Sunday School
10:45 a.m. - Worship Service

kCﬂUﬂCﬂESCE{@

Calgary Chinese Alliance Chu
AW TS Ai 5 g

English Worshi
Mandarin Worship
11:00 a.m. Cantonese Worship
Senior Pastor: Hev. David Poon
Stuff Rev. A. Law, Rev. B. Yee

\_

rods on the metal power poles. Fortu-
nately, the people of the village heard
the alarm, giving us all time to gather to-
gether at the church.

“With our four children, ages seven,
nine, i and 15, we gathered with many of
the people from our village in our
church. The Jihad entered the village in
a wedge formation, with bearded men
in the centre carrying bombs, cans of
gasoline, and torches. The Jihad who
marched in file along the outer edges
were carrying automatic weapons.

“The guards estimated that there
were about 300 Jihad terrorists, but
there were likely more who couldn't be
seen because they were in the shadows.
As the Jihad advanced they looted the
homes, a church, and several busi-
nesses. Afterward they set all the build-
ings ablaze,

“Inour town is an army post. There
were a total of nine soldiers at the post
and two of them fled into the jungles.
The remaining soldiers fired their
weapons into the air, but they did noth-
ing more to stop the Jihad. Neverthe-
less, once the Jihad reached the army
post they stopped their advance.

“Prior to that, the soldiers came and
advised us to leave the church, telling us
that they could not protect us. They led
us to a ditch filled with water and told
us to hide there. We remained in the wa-
ter for nearly five hours (until) the Jihad
left the area.

“At dawn, none of us dared to return
to examine the destruction, for the Jihad
were still on the bridge that leads into
the village, setting it on fire.

“It was about seven in the morning
when the Jihad left and when we were
able to return to our village to inspect
the damage. We found everything in
ruin. A total of 250 homes and one
church were destroyed. Only the 30
homes and two churches that were on
the other side of the military post es-
caped destruction, but the Jihad will
likely return to finish their work.

“Knowing that we could not safely re-
main in the village, we fled to the Napu
Valley, while some of the other resi-
dents fled to the village of Soninanu.
The number of people living in Patan-
golemba was over 1,500. Many homes
had four and even five families living in
them, for Christians from other villages
that had previously been attacked had
fled to Patangolemba. There is no place
safe for us to live.”

From: Jeff Hammond

jeffhammond@bigpond.co
Sent: Tuesday, Dec.4

The Indonesian government is start-
ing to take notice and hopefully will
take firm action against the Jihad terror-
ists, who just this week destroyed 10 vil-
lages and made 12,000 people homeless.
They sprayed the homes with petrol
tankers and razed them to the ground
after looting them. Yesterday they de-
stroyed another church in Poso and
held demonstrations against the mili-
tary for daring to resist them...

With the influx of military there is
breathing space for Christians —and
Hindus who also had (4,000) homes de-
stroyed in Tangkura near Poso.

The Jihad still threaten to wipe out
'I‘entenabyChnstmasbutwetnmtheu
intentions will be thwarted ..

South India-born Calgarian Koshy
Thomas, organizer of the Forerunner
Prayer Force, said the West is uninter-
ested in the persecution of Christians
overseas, because the locales are iso-
lated and the mainstream media is prej-
udiced. On rare occasions when the In-
donesian Jihad is reported, it is called
“sectarian violence.”

Updates can be found on the Web,
however, at locations such as www.per-
secution.org, www.christianaid.org, or
wwwworldevangelical.org.

The Laskar Jihad Web site at
www.LaskarJihad.or.id is primarily in
Indonesian, but the English banner at
the top proclaims, “Onward to Poso.”
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Festival of lights Arabic Baptist :

begins Sunday F I H Church holds sale

Sundown on Sunday, Dec. 9, COMPILED BY JOE WOODARD Calgary’s Arabic Baptist Church,
marks the beginning of the Jewish CALGARY HERALD reaching out to the city’s more than -
holiday of Hanukkah, an eight-day 20,000 Arabs, is holding a bazaar this
festival beginning on the 25th day of weekend, featuring Middle Eastern
the Jewish month of Kislev. foods and crafts.

Hanukkah recalls the victory of The Arabic Baptist Church worked
Judah Maccabee and his followers Woma N and prayed for six years to get an Ara-
over the Greek king Antiochus IV bic Christian pastor past
and his allies, the Hellenizing Jews, At ] l 1€ Well Canada — the problem apptiq]rlse?atllf
in the second century BCE. being his Christianity. But >

“It’s a relatively minor religious dl'aWS awa I‘d Pastor Fayeez Narooz arrived from ™~
holiday,” said University of Calgary Jordan. Now the church is holding tﬁe
religious studies professor Eliezer Energetic country gospel singer bazaar to purchase a sound system .-

Denis Grady of Calgary has wonthe = for worship.

“It’s non-biblical and there are no 2001 Country Gospel Song of the The Arabic Baptist bazaar will be
work prohibitions, like the major Year for Woman At The Well, atthe ~ held at Cambrian Heights Baptist
holidays. But like Christmas, it's be- Unity Awards Church, 240 Cardiff Dr. NW, from 10
come more of a shopping season.” in Washing- am. to 5 p.m. Saturday. On Sunday; it

The pre-eminent symbol of ton, D.C., last will run from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Hanukkah is the menorah, a candle- week. The
stick with nine candles (one for song is fea-
each night of the holiday), and a tured on his Fast for peace
“shammus” or servant candle, soon-to-be
When the Maccabees recaptured released CD, Pope John Paul IT has requested all
the Temple of Jerusalem, there was Grace in the Catholics, Christians and people of
only enough oil in its sacred cande- Strangest goodwill engage in a fast Friday, Dec.
labrum to burn for a single night; Places. i 14 for “just peace in the world.” The
yet, while a new supply of oil was Grady, pres-  Denis Grady official minimum fast, according to
being retrieved, the newly-lit lamp ident of the Catholic precepts, is two light snacks
burned for eight days. So the festival Association of and one light meal, smaller than the
was declared to mark the miracle. Gospel Musicians of Alberta, previ- two snacks combined.

ously s;run the zgo:lb Best Coundt;y
. Gospel Song an um awards at
Birth control e ity Music nd Video Awars Satan Claus?
. . for his first CD and its title song,

fllndll’lg deC I'led Running Too Long. Since then, he'’s Church and family groups have

been touring Canada, the U.S., Ire- condemned a display at the Edin-

The Concerned Christians Coali- land, Germany, Italy and the Nether- | burgh Dungeon in Scotland. The ex-
tion has launched a campaign to re- lands, hibit opens Dec. 15 and features “elves
verse city hall's funding of the Cal- Two weeks ago, he visited ground impaled on spikes and robins roast-
gary Birth Control Association. zero, the World Trade Center site in ing on an open fire, while Santa gen-

The CBCA refers women for Manhattan, an experience “sobering | tly boils in a witch’s cauldron.”
abortions and offers “anti-homo- and eerie,” but also, he says, the A coffin pulled by skeletons will
phobia” education in Calgary high source of an amazing transforma- relace a sleigh and reindeer.
schools, all of which violates bibli- tion in New Yorkers — “they were Edinburgh Dungeon manager, Scott
cal principles, says CCC director polite; there’s areal spiritual hunger = Williamson, 24, said the event was
Rick Hurley. For more information, there,” he said. just harmless fun. “There is a slight
visit the web site at www.con- AGMA can be reached at occult idea behind it, but we are not
cernedchristians.ca. 243-1049. trying to promote devil worship.”

FAITH WScarboro United Church: s Hard St NW, on Monday, Dec. 10,7 pam.
To Be Merry Christmas service, 134 M AnamChara Presbyterian Church:
C d I ENDAR Scarboro Ave. SW.at7 p.m. Labyrinth walk of prayer for Advent by
M Our Lady Grace Italian 8 English candlelight, outdoors at Country Hills
church: Gigantic bake sale, 1714 14th Landing NW. (Harvest Hills Blvd. and
Saturdav. Dec. 8 Ave,N.E, between1oam. and 1p.m. Country Hills Road), on Wednesday,
ay, . Everyone welcome. Pancake breakfast Dec.12,7pm.
M SunWest Christian Fellowship is starts at 9:30 a.m. Adults, $2.50; chil- M St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church:
holding a Christmas market from 10 dren, s1. Celebration of Life Candlelight Ser-
am.to 6 pm. at 239 Midpark Way S.E. St Andrew’s United Church: A vice, 703 Heritage Dr. SW,, on Wednes-
(office building across from Midna- Christmas Eve with Dickens, 924 Her-  day, Dec.12, 7 pm.
pureMall).Bahng.mﬁs.woodwod:. itage Dr. SW.,, at 7:30 p.m. Adults, $8; M Spiritual Directions: 1340B 8th Ave,
refreshments and unique students/seniors/children, 4. Call NW. For more information call
M FC] Christian Life Centre: All events 245-0545. 210-2802 or visit www.spiritualdirec-
at 219-19th Ave, SW. Call 228-4215. B Cathedral Church ofthe Redeemer,  tions.com
Today: Christian Meditation Retreat. Go4 15t St. S.E,, 269-1905. Dec. 15: When the Path Gets Rough.
| C.algary Free Methodist Church: Today: Induction of new canon pastor, M House of Blessing Apostolic Church:
Living Nativity, today and Sunday, per-  Rev. Donald Axford, 3 p.m. Christmas concert featuring various
formances start at 6:30 p.m., running Dec. 16: Cathedral choir in concert choirs from around the city, 2323 Os-
every halfhour until 8:30 pm. Corner ~ with Gemira McClary, 7:30 p.m. Tick- bourn Cres, SW., on Saturday, Dec. 15,
of Bsth Street and Old Banff Coach ets: $10, adults; s8, students/seniors at 6 p.m. Admission is free. Call 226-0152.
Road SW. the door. M Grace Pres ian Church: Annual
M Calgary Catholic Charismatic Re- Dec. 2x: Carols for the City with the Sal-  Christmas Cantata, gth Street and 15th
newal Society: Monthly Prayer Break-  vation Army Band, 12:10 p.m. Freewill Avenue SW, on Sunday, Dec. 16, 1am.
fast, 1008 14th St. S.E., today, 9 a.m. offering. M Richmond Hill Baptist Church:
Guest speaker to be announced. Call B Calgary Centre For Positive Living, Choir presents a cantata, The Gift of
Charlene at 103 17th Ave. S.E.,, 220-9321. One World Christmas, 7251 Sierra Morena Blvd.
M South Calgary Community Church:  Choir performances: SW., on Sunday, Dec. 16, 6 p.m.
Musical, Four Tickets to Christmas, Today: Sunday service, 9:30 am. and M FC]J Christian Life Centre: All events
2900 Cedarbrae Dr. SW, today and I1:30 .M. at 219 1oth Ave, SW. Call 228-4215.
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $7eachor  Dec. 19: Performance at the Festival Monday, Dec. 10: PAIRS, 7t0 10:30 p.m.
$20 for pack of four. of Light concert, 7 p.m. Dec. 15: Retreat Day, Praying the spiri-
M Trinity United Churchis holding a Dec. 23: Performance for the candle- tual exercises through the arts, 9:30
teaat14o11oth Ave.SE, fromrzopm.  light service, 1o am. am.to4pm.
to 3:30 p.m. Cost is $3. Call 265-4305. Dec. 24: Christmas Eve candlelight
B Knox United Church: Service of service, 7 p.m. FAITH CALENDAR IS A PUBLIC SERVICE
hope and remembrance, 506 4th St. B King of Glory Lutheran Church: TO PUBLICIZE SPECIAL SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS.
SW,, 12210 p.m. to 12:50 p.m. Call guest speaker Rev. Paul Knudston, THE DEADLINE 1S TUESDAY NOON OF THE
266-6450. 2640 Rundle Lawn Rd. N.E. at PUBLICATION WEEK. THE HERALD RESERVES
nam. and Sunday, Dec. 16, at mam. THE RIGHT TO EDIT ALL SUBMISSIONS. SUBMIT
Sunday, Dec. 9 ) N WRITING TO : AIMEE STUPNIKOFF,
M Christ Church: A Christmas Carol. Forthcoming FAITH CALENDAR, CALGARY HERALD,
Dramatic reading with music, 3602 8th M St. Anthony's Church: Miracle of PO. Bax 2400, STN. M, CaLGaARY, AB,
St. SW, today, 3 p.m. Tickets: $10, at Christmas display, toy trains, entertain- T2P OWE, OR FAX NOTICES TD 235-7379.
TicketMaster. ment and decorated trees, 5340 4th St.
M Centennial Presbyterian Church: SW.,, weekends until Dec. 23, noon to
Hallelujah for Hospice, 103 Pinetown 8 p.m. Free to the public. ®
PLNE, tonight at 6:30 pm. Freewill M Holy Cross Anglican Church: The United
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Presbyterian Churches of Canada
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