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A PEG TO HANG ON

his ｦ ｯ ｵ ｮ ､ ｾ ｴ ｩ Ｌ ｾ ｾ ｓ Ｉ Ｎ ｔ ｲ ｡ ｮ ｳ ｬ ｡ Ｌ ｾ ｩ ｮ ｧ .the ｾ｡ｾｾ｡ｧｾＬ ｡｢ｯｾｴ ｾｯｬｾｭｯｮＧｳ work being"bUIlt
uponDavId m termsof attnbutIOn or ascnptIOn suggeststoo simplistic,

ｾ ｯ ｶ ･ ［ thehanging0:text and ｴ ｾ ｭ ｰ ｬ ･ uponDavid is notmerelyto call thembr
hIS name,but to claIm somethmgmorecomplexaboutorigins,dependence.

andinfluence.

Solomon'srelationshipto his ancestorcondemns,constrains,protects,

andexaltshim all at once.The greatachievementsof his life asunderstOOd

by later readers- thetempleandthreescripturalwisdombooks- areboth
dependenton hisancestor:thetemplehebuilt is the"Tn n':l, "houseof DaVid".

•
his worthinessto authortheSongof SongsandQoheletmustbe legitiflliucl

at leastpartly throughDavid'smerit. Solomonremainsan ambivalentｦ ｩ ｧ ｾ

who, in his own family dramaasit unfoldsthroughbiblical interpreters,can
neverget out from underhis father'smighty shadow.In his dependence0It

thepast,is Solomonexalted- is helifted up - or is hestrungup for hissins!

I think, rather,thathehangsin the balance.Judgmenton his life is swungto

andfro like apendulumby his rabbinicinterpreters,but is always,ultimately.

suspended.

240

FROM GLUTTON TO GANGSTER

EliezerSegal,UniversityofCalgary

Any list of embarrassingor morally troublingpassagesin the Torahmust

surelyreserveanhonoredplacefor thelaw of thestubbornandrebelliousson,

assetout in Deuteronomy21:18-22.Accordingto theunembellishedwordsof

thescripture,this sonis subjectedto deathby stoningfor transgressionsthat

amountto little more than generaldefianceandoverindulgence.In the law

thatemergesfrom theMishnahandTalmuds,the rabbis'discomfortwith the

applicationof this law is implicit in their successat effectivelyneutralizingit.

Theymaketheconditionsunderwhich thelad couldbeexecutedsoabsurdly

restrictivethattheycouldneveroccurin real life.

It shouldbe notedthat the approachdescribedso far is onethat wasas-

sociatedprimarily with Rabbi Akiva, who wasdistinguishedby his general

antipathytowardsthedeathpenalty,andwhoseschoolplayedthekey role in

shapingthe teachingsof the Mishnah.Akiva's schoolappliedsimilar herme-

neuticstrategiesto capitalcrimesin general-thoughperhapsnotasblatantly

as in thecaseof the rebelliousson-inorderto turn judicial executionsinto

very uncommonoccurrences.1 Talmudic traditionspreserverecordsof op-

position to his approach,with respectto both capital punishmentand the

eliminationof the law of the rebelliousson.The view to upholdthe spirit of

the Torah'soriginal purposeis representedby RabbiJonathanwho is associ-

atedwith the rival schoolof Rabbi Ishmael.2 The novelty of Rabbi Akiva's

mMakkot 1:10.

David Hoffmann,Zur Einleitungin die HalachischenMidraschim,JahresberichtdesRabbiner-

Seminarszu Berlin (Berlin: M. Driesner, 1988); J. N. Epstein, Prolegomenaad Litteras

Tannaiticas(TelAviv and Jerusalem:The MagnesPressand Dvir, 1957),570 [Hebrew]; Ch.
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TheHoly One(blessedis he)perceived8 thatthispersonwasdestinedto deplete

his father'spropertyandhis mother'sproperty;9andhewouldstationhimself

at thecrossroadsandrob peopleandkill souls.And in theendhewould forget

his learning.Thereforethe Torahsaid: Betterthat he shoulddie in a stateof

innocenceandheshouldnot die in a stateofguilt. ..10

• _AI anomalythat relatesto thelastof his threestrategies,andto proposean
11<;<11

aplanationfor thatphenomenon.
TheMishnahin thetractateSanhedrin(8:3)explainsthattheTorah's"stub-

rn andrebelliousson" is beingjudgedandput to deathwhile still a minor

in anticipationof his eventualoutcome:"The Torahsaidthat he shoulddie

I "hile still] in a stateof innocence,andthatheshouldnot [wait to] die in a

t teofguile'
A baraitabrought in the JerusalemTalmud (ySanh.8:3 26b) and other

ourcesexplainsthis Mishnah:7

7 Sifre to Deuteronomy,220 [Louis Finkelstein,ed., Siphre ad Deuteronomium(New York:

JewishTheologicalSeminaryof America, 1969),p. 253); David Hoffmann,Midrash Tana'im
ill SeferDevarim,2 vols. (Tel Aviv: [Makor], 1962),131;bSanhedrin72a;TanhumaKi Tese1;

SolomonBuber,ed.,Midrash Tanhuma,reprinted.,5 vols. (Jerusalem:Wagschal,1990),5:33.

SeeHalbertal,InterpretativeRevolutions,48-49.

8 Midrash Tanna'im: "For it is evidentandknown beforethe onewho spokeandthe universe

cameinto existence,etc;'SeeHalbertal,InterpretativeRevolutions,50, n. 15.

9 Thefearthatprofligateyoungmenwouldsquandertheir inheritancesby indulgingtheirdesires

wasa recurringmotif in ancientmoralandreligiouspreaching,andwasofspecialconcernto

Augustine;see:GeoffreyStephenNathan,TheFamily in LateAntiquity:TheRiseofChristianity
andtheEnduranceofTradition (LondonandNew York: Routledge,2000),148.

10 ThePalestinianTalmudcontainsthefollowing discussion(ySanh8:2): "...Heis notguilty until he

eatsit lightly roasted.Ifhe ateit raw, thenheis adog! Ifhe ateit cooked,he is a [normal) human;'

Thetraditionalcommentatorsto thepassage(e.g.,M. Margaliot'sPeneiMoshe)interpretedit in

light of the BabylonianTalmud'sapproach,thata fugitive banditwill not becomeentrenchedin

hisillicit lifestyleunlesshedevelopsaliking for half-roastedmeat.This,however,doesnotappear

tobearealconcernfor theYerushalmi.Themishnahunderdiscussionis likely describingamode

ofeatingconsistentwith the"gluttony" and"drunkenness"mentionedin the Deuteronomy;for

thatpurpose,gluttonouseatingis beingrestrictedto a narrowrangebetweennormaleatingand

animalistichabits.Understoodthis way, thepassageshouldprobablybegroupedtogetherwith

all theotheronesin which thedeathpenaltyis effectivelyavoidedby meansofabsurdlynarrow

limitationsof theconditionsunderwhich it canbeapplied.

Albeck, Introductionto the Talmud,Bavli andYerushalmi(Tel-Aviv: Dvir, 1969),102,129·ut

[Hebrew);GunterSternbergerandHermannLeberechtStrack,Introductionto theTalmud.
Midrash, trans.MarkusN. A. Bockmuehl,2nded. (Edinburgh:T. & T. Clark, 1996),141.25L

Thefact thatRabbiJonathan'straditionis attestedonly in theBabylonianTalmud(bSanhedda

71a)addssomesupportto theargumentoriginally proposedby 1. Halevy [IsaacHalevy,D8lIr

harishonim,reprint ed. (Jerusalem:1966), 1:678-681,etc.) that the schoolof RabbilsIuDIlI

migratedto Babylonia in the wake of the Bar Kokhba revolt. Seethe discussionsio: Jaat
Neusner,A HistoryoftheJewsin Babylonia,2nded.,5vols. (Leiden:E. J. Brill, ＱＹＶＵＭＱＹＷＰＩＮｊＺｉｾ

IsaiahGafni,JewsofBabyloniain theTalmudicEra: A SocialandCultural History,Monogntfllt

in JewishHistory (Jerusalem:The ZalmanShazarCenterfor JewishHistory, 1990}.81"

[Hebrew).But d. tNega'im6:1

3 Seesourcesassembledby IsaacHeinemann,Philonsgriechischeund judischeBildung.,..
ed. (Breslau: M. & H. Marcus, 1932),231-261;Gerald J. Blidstein, Honor thy FRthtr.
Mother: Filial Responsibilityin JewishLaw andEthics (New York: Ktav, 1976),7-8,161;AitIIt
Reinhartz,"Philo'sExpositionof theLaw andSocialHistory: MethodologicalConside •

in SBLAnnualMeetingSeminarPapers(Atlanta:ScholarsPress,1993),19-20;AdeleReinbldr.
"ParentsandChildren:A PhilonicPerspective;'in TheJewishFamily in Antiquity,ed. J
D. Cohen,Brown JudaicStudies(Atlanta: ScholarsPress,1993).

4 E.g.,Antiquities 4:24-27.

5 Seethe discussionin: MosheHalbertal,InterpretativeRevolutionsin the Making (Je

Magnes,1997),64-67[Hebrew).

6 Ibid., 46-67.

approachmaybe appreciatedmoreclearly whenwe bearin mind that

centuryJewishauthoritiesfrom outsidethe official rabbinic circles-

of Alexandria3 andJosephbenMatthiah4 -arerelatively untroubledby
prospectofexecutingthedisobedientson.To their minds,it wassufficientCf

arguethat the authorityof theparentsin the family wassovital to the ｾ

dationsof societythatanychallengeto thatauthorityhadto be resisted

uncompromisingseverity.s

Moshe Halbertal has surveyedwith admirableclarity the threedifJ'aI,
ent hermeneuticalstrategiesthat the rabbisemployedin orderto dealWilla,
and neutralize,the moral embarrassmentof the biblical law: (1) by ren_

ing thelaw unenforceable;(2) by justifying it asan inscrutabledivinedecree;

and(3) by pointingout theprofounddivine insight into adolescentbehaYiei

thatanticipatedthedelinquent'sinevitabledescentinto apatternofhardeJ1fll

criminality.6 My purposehereis neitherto repeatHalbertal'sdiscussion,nor
to disputeits main arguments.I wish merelyto focuson asinglehermenaa.

FROM GLUnON TO GANGSTER



FROM GLunON TO GANGSTER

Theassumptionthatthelad'srebelliousnessinvolvescommittingtheft ｡ ｧ ｾ

his parentsappearsin severalof the sources,but it is not dearpreciselyhair
the rabbisarrivedat thatassumption,II which is not indicatedin anyobViOQt

way by the text in Deuteronomy.Nevertheless,the Mishnah(Sanhedrin8:31
states:

If he stole from his father'spropertyand ate in his father'sdomain;or from

othersandatein thedomainof others,from othersandatein his father'sdo.

main-heis not deemeda "rebelliousson" until he stealsfrom his fatherand

eatsin thedomainof others.12

Similarly, in a baraitacited in several rabbinic compendia,we read the
folloWing:

...For this reasonit teaches"who will not obey" (Deuteronomy21:18);"who

will not obey" (21:21)-in order to draw a verbal analogy[gezerahshavah]:

Justasthelatter"will notobey"meansuntil hestealsfrom his fatherandfrom

his mother,so too the former "will not obey" implies: until hestealsfrom his

fatherandfrom his mother.13

11 Maimonides,Mamrim 7:2seemsto resignhimselfto theassertionthattherabbis'interpretaliolls

of theselawsarebasedonreceivedtradition,andthereforearenotsubjectto exegeticalorlogicll

justification. SeeChanochAlbeck, ed., ShishaSidrei Mishnah (Jerusalem,Tel-Aviv:MOSIlI
Bialik, 1958),4:451.

12 Thearbitraryqualityof this assumptionunderliesthediscussionby Ch. Albeck in his notesIt

mSanhedrin8:3. He citesRabbiMeir Abulafia who wasalsopuzzledby it andsuggesledtwe
possiblereconstructionsof the Mishnah'sreasoning.According to the first, the assumptioll

was necessaryin order to arrive at the conclusionthat the lad would eventuallytakeup !be
professionofarmedbanditry.Thisexplanationis, ofcourse,circular,sincethebanditryscenario

is no easierto accountfor exegetically.Abulafia'ssecondproposallinks thelaw to theThral*

phraseology(21:18) "they chastisehim"-which he readsin the common rabbinicseIItt

of punishingby lashes,a penaltythat could be inflicted for the crime of theft. ｃ ｯ ｮ ｳ ｬ ｾ

how manyother transgressionsare punishedin the samemanner,this is hardly pet'SuasM.

Nevertheless,following asimilarmodeof reasoning,Albecksuggeststhattherabbiswerett}'iDI
to deviseapunishableoffensethatcouldhavebeencommittedby ayoungadolescentwhoWII

still living underhis parents'roofandeatingat their table. In thatcontext,stealingfood froID
the parentsis a naturalandunderstandableexample.(Cf. Halbertal,55, n. 22.)

13 Hoffmann,Midrash Tana'im 'al SeferDevarim, 130: The editor is in doubtasto whetherIbis
passageis part of the original midrash.Finkelstein,ed.,Siphread Deuteronomium,218,251·

252;bSanhedrin71a.
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\hile the latter verse(Deuteronomy21:20) is more informative than the

(, rlller (21:18) in that it specifiestheoffensesof gluttonyanddrunkenness,

. "'akesno mentionof larceny.14 This supposedmidrashicproof is, there-
It IJ'

fore, flawed by the circularity of its reasoning.This incongruity indicates

boW deeplyrootedwas the assumptionthat the path of the rebelliousson

involved stealing.After the condition that the son must havestolenfrom

hisparentswasenshrinedin theMishnah,it wassimplypresupposedby the

subsequentamoraicdiscussions.It still seemsodd that the rabbisdid not

proposemorerigorousattemptsto justify it by meansof midrashicor logi-

cal reasoning.
It is conceivable,perhaps,thatthesagessawin theftaconvenientinstance

of apunishableoffensethat could developout of a minor "eatingdisorder"

of gluttony, and then expandinto the capitalcrime of murderoushighway

robbery.IS Nevertheless,the conventionsof talmudic argumentationlead

US to expecta more explicit statementof the reasoningthat producedthat

conclusion.16

14 On thesemattersseethediscussionsbelow.

15 Comparethe words of Ps. Plutarch[cited by Emiel Eyben,RestlessYouth in AncientRome

(London:Routledge,1993),14]:

But the iniquities of youth are often monstrousand wicked-unlimitedgluttony, theft of

parents'money,gambling,revels,drinking-bouts,loveaffairswith younggirls, andcorruption

ofmarriedwomen.Theimpulsesofyoungmenshouldthereforebekeptfetteredandrestrained

by careful supervision.For life's prime is prodigal in its pleasures,restive,and in needof a

curb,so thatparentswho do not takehold of thereinswith firm handat this periodof life, are

manifestly,by their folly, giving to their sonslicensefor wrongdoing.

16 Cf. Midrash Tana'im,131: '''Shall stonehim with stones.. : (Deuteronomy21:21)-Wehave

heardthepenalty,butwe did not heartheadmonition.Thereforeit teaches:'You shall not eat

anyflesh with theblood in it' (Leviticus 19:26) [interpretedas:] You shallnot eatin a manner

that leadsto bloodshed.This is the eatingof the rebelliousson:' bSanhedrin63acites this

passagein the nameof the RabbiYosebar Hanina,presumablythe tannaof that name.The

standardprintingsof theTalmudascribethedictumto theamoraRabbiYohanan;thesyntax

of thepassage(beforeemendation),however,suggeststhatit is thecontinuationof thebaraita.

SeeRaphaelNathanNataRabbinovicz,VariaeLectionesin Mischnamet in TalmudBabylonicum

[Dikduke SoferimJ,reprint ed., 2 vols. (New York: M. P. Press,1976),n. 10. "Rabbi Yoseben

Hanina is the authoraccordingto the printed editionsof the Sifra (QedoshimC. 6:1); the

dictum, however,is missingfrom the Vaticanmanuscript[Louis Finkelstein,Sifra: or Torat

Kohanim, accordingto CodexAssemaniLXVI. (New York: JewishTheologicalSeminaryof

America,1956),405].
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TheToseftateaches:1?

Thestubbornandrebelliousson,evenif heseton his tablea feastlike thatof

Solomonin hisday,is not judgedunderthelawofthestubbornandrebellious

sonuntil he insertsinto his mouththedesignatedamount,or until heeatsin

the companyofsimilar people.

The "companyof similar people" presupposesmembershipin a bandof
robbers,18a detail that is not, asfar asI am aware,derivablefrom thebiblical

sources.It is the sameprinciple that wasstatedin the Talmudby the arnora
Rabbi Abbahu: "He is not culpableuntil he eatsin a companythat consists

entirelyof worthlessindividuals:'19

It is not difficult to concoctany numberof alternativetrajectoriesthat
wouldleadfrom gluttonyanddrunkennessto anoffensepunishablebydeath.-

If webearin mindthenumberof ritual transgressionsthat involvedeathpen.
altiesaccordingto biblical law, thecrimedoesnotevenhaveto involvemurder
or manslaughter.21 At anyrate,asurveyoftherelevanttannaiticsourcesdemo

onstratesbeyonddoubtthattheglutton-thief-brigandtrajectorywasregardtd

17 tSanhedrin,11:6 [Moses SamuelZuckermandel,ToseftaBasedon the Erfurt and Vltlf1lllll
Codices,reprint ed. (Jerusalem:Wahrmann,1970),431-432].Seealso: Hoffmann, M{d1llflt
Tana'im'al SeferDevarim,131.Therabbinicsourcestreatthis stipulationasaninference_

theMishnah'sruling (mSanhedrin8:2) thattheRebelliousSonlaw would notapplywheredle
lad consumedthe food in thecontextof asocietyassembledfor the purposeof perf0rmin81

religiousprecept.I am suggestingthat the oppositeprocessis morelikely, Le., that theoIdcr
traditionsspokeofhis involvementin agang,andthattheMishnahwassubsequentlyimpeIlaI
to clarify thatthereferencewasonly to acriminal gang,not to anassociationthatwasdevoted

to virtuousactivities.

18 On this problematicexpression,d. Saul Lieberman,TosefethRishonim,4 vols. (Jerusalelll:

Bamberger& Wahrmann,1939),2:160.

19 bSanhedrin90b.SeeHalbertal,InterpretativeRevolutions,56.

20 For thatpurpose,drunkennesswould probablymakea moreconvenientstarting-pointdlaD
gluttony.Eyben,RestlessYouth,107-112givesusanabundantcollectionofRomantestimonia

aboutdrunkenmobsofyounghooligansprowlingthepublic thoroughfaresin searchofhaplell

victims uponwhomto wreakviolent acts.

21 Poeticjusticemight ostensiblypreferthat themajoroffenseshouldbeonethat is punishablt

by stoning;the Mishnah(mSanhedrin7:4-8:5) cataloguessomeeighteencrimesthaI .fitlbll

definition, including sexual offensesand idolatrous or blasphemouspracticesto which •

waywardyouth might be seducedby prospectsof fine food or liquor. Murder is not onecrf
them;it is punishableby hereg,understoodasdeathby sword(seemSanhedrin9:1).
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by the rabbisas much more than a convenienthypotheticalpossibility. It is

describedin substantiallyidenticaltermsthroughoutthe literature.Midrash

Tana'im hasthe following discussion:

You might haveargued:Becausethis onehasconsumedhis father'sproperty

he shoulddie! -You say that the rebelliousson will be judgedon how he

turnsout?For it is revealedandknownbeforethecreatorthatonedayhewill

ultimately squanderall his father'sproperty;and then he will go aroundin

searchofmore,butwill not find any,asit says(Prov.30:15)"Theleechhastwo

daughters;'Give,give: theycry:' Sohegoesoutto watchtheroadsanddestroys

manylives. For this reasontheTorahdeclared:It is preferablethatonelife be

destroyed,ratherthanallowing manylives to bedestroyed.22 RabbiYosethe

Galileansaid:And becausethis oneatea tartimar23 of meat....

In the following passagefrom Midrash Tanna'im,24the authors(if only for

rhetoricaleffect)haveto explainwhy theTorahcouldnot simplyhavetreated

thecaseof the rebellioussonasa meresub-categoryof robbery:

The rebellioussonshouldhavebeensubsumedunderthe generalrule, as it

states(Leviticus 19:13)"You shallnot ...rob him";25 andnonethelessscripture

excludeshim from thegeneralrule,bothin orderto treathim lenientlyandto

22 Hoffmann,Midrash Tana'im'al SeferDevarim, 131.Theeditorobserves:"Thusfar thewords

of theMekhilta. Fromhereonwardsarethewordsof theSifre:'

23 tpITr]flOPIOV, triens; a third [of an as or a gold denar,or a weight]; see:AlexanderKohut.
ed. Aruch Completum(Tel-Aviv: Shiloh, 1970), 4:78; Marcus Jastrow,A Dictionary of the
Targumim,theTalmudBabli and Yerushalmi,and the Midrashic Literature with an Index of
Scriptural Quotations(New York: JastrowPublishers,1967), 552; d. Michael Sokoloff, A
Dictionary of Jewish PalestinianAramaic of the ByzantinePeriod, Dictionariesof Talmud,

Midrash,andTargum(RamatGan:Bar-HanUniversityPress,1990),231.

24 Hoffmann,Midrash Tana'im 'al SeferDevarim,130.

25 SeeHoffmann'scomment:"This is becausetherebellioussonis not liableuntil hestealsetc:'At

thebeginningof its pericopeonmSanhedrin8:3,ySanhedrinbringsSifraQedoshimParashah

2:1-2 [Finkelstein,Sifra Vatican MS, 397], which dealswith thescripturalsourcesfor theft in

general,butmakesnospecificreferenceto therebelliousson.TheSifra textleadsto aconclusion
(in par. #5, not includedin theYerushalmicitation) that "If you committedtheft, thenin the

endyou will denyit, in theendyou will commitperjury, in the endyou will swearfalsely in

my name:'Perhapsthesourcewasbroughtherein theYerushalmiby virtue of their common

motif, of a relativelyminor offenseleadinginevitablyto a cardinaltransgression.
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treathim morestringently,in thathe is subjectto lashesat thebeginningand

he is subjectto death.It is for this reasonthat this passagehadto bestated.

Sifre Deuteronomyalsopresumesthatthesonis beingpunishedfor col1SUJn.

ing his father'sproperty.26

We see,then, how the postulatethat stealingis an essentialstagein the
son'sdeclineis not beingofferedasjust oneof severalhypotheticalscenariO$.

On thecontrary,thetannaitictextstreatit asanessentialstageof thepr

Yet we remainunableto traceor reconstructan exegeticalpaththatcanac.
countconvincinglyfor the detailsof this rabbinicdepictionof the rebellious

sonasadelinquenthedonistsliding towardsalife of murderousbanditryon
the crossroads.This difficulty invites us to seekout alternativeexplanations

for theorigin of thephenomenon.

Thereis oneparticularlywell-knownpassagein ancientliteraturethatsug.

gestsitselfasapossiblesource.I amreferringto thesectionat thebeginningof

BookIX of Plato'sRepublicin which Socratesprovidesanaccountof how the
progenyofa"democraticpersonality"is aptto degeneratewithin afew genera.

tionsto a stateof moral,socialandpolitical tyranny.27Accordingto Socrata'

scheme,theoriginaldemocraticpersonalitysteeredacoursemidwaybetween

the austerefrugality of his oligarchic father andthe anarchicimmoralityof
theworthlessmasses.This thenproduceda disciplinedandthrifty character

thatwould restrainhim from indulginghis extravagantpassions.Now,how-

ever, the son of the democraticman is also beingsubjectedto temptations

from "drones;'menwho are ruled entirelyby their lawlessdesiresandrom
no attemptto inhibit the perverseurgesthat, in healthypersonalities,would

beconfinedto the realmof dreams.

Then the bestialand savagepart, full of food and drink Ｈ ｾ aiTwv ｾ ｉｬｩ･Ｇｬｾ

1tA'1a8iv),castsoff sleep,andseeksto gratify its owncharacteristicinstincts...

26 Sifre to Deuteronomy,no. 218; Siphread Deuteronomium,251.

27 JamesAdam, TheRepublicofPlato: Editedwith Critical Notes,CommentaryandAppendkA

2d ed.,2 vols., vol. 2 (CambridgeUK: CambridgeUniversityPress,1963),325.
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It will commitanyfoul murder,andthereis no food it refusesto eat.In aword,

it doesnot refrain from anything,no matterhow foolish or shameful.28

The discipline,however,that this sonhasinheritedfrom his democraticfa-

theris too dilutedandweakto offer tangibleresistanceto theenticementsof

themob:

His fatherandthe restof his family cometo theaid of theappetites.29

Thehealthyparentalinfluencescannotcompetewith the lure of theselfserv-

ing drones.The son is now subjectedto the tyrannyof his hedonism,espe-

cially thatof drink.30

Socrates:And hasn'ta drunkenman,my friend, somethingof a tyrannical

castof mind too?

Adeimantus:He has.3l

Theyoungmanis enticedto becomea leaderof the gangof droneswho re-

inforcehis baseappetites.

Socrates:And don't lots of terribleappetitessproutup eachdayandnight be-

sideit, creatingneedsfor all sortsof things?

Adeimantus:Indeed,theydo.

Socrates:So,anyincomesomeonelike thathasis soonspent.

Adeimantus:Of course.

Socrates:And the next thing, surely, is borrowing and expenditureof

capita1.32

Adeimantus:Whatelse?

28 571c-d.Plato,RepublicTranslatedfromtheNewStandardGreekText, with Introduction,trans.

C. D. C. Reeve(seconded.; IndianapolisandCambridge:Hackett,2004),270;SeetheVolume

2 in Plato: The Republicin Two Volumes,tr. PaulShorey, ed. T. E. Page(The Loeb Classical

Library; London and CambridgeMA: William Heinemannand Harvard University Press,

1956), 336-337.

29 572e;Reeve,271-272;Loeb 338-339.

30 SeeAdam,Republic,324.

31 573b-c(Reeve,272);Loeb 342-343.

32 SeeAdam,Republic,326.
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Socrates:And wheneverythingis gone(TaXU apaavaA10KOVTaLMv Tlve<; tOol
n:pOOOOOl),won't the violent crowd of appetitesthat havenestedwithin hUn
inevitably shout in protest?And when peopleof this sort are driven by the

stingsof theseotherappetites,but particularlyofPassionitself, which leadsall
theothersasif theywereits body-guard,stungto frenzy,don'ttheylook to see
who possessesanythingthatcanbe takenfrom him by deceitor force?

Adeimantus:Certainly.

Socrates:He must take it from everysource,then, or live in greatsuffering

andpain.

Adeimantus:He must.

Socrates:And just asthe late-comingpleasureswithin him do betterthanthe

olderonesandstealawaytheir satisfactions,won't he himself,youngasheis.

think hedeservesto do betterthanhis fatherandmother?And ifhe hasspent

his own share,won't he try to takesomeof his father'swealthby convertingit

to his own use?

Adeimantus:Of course.

Socrates:And if his parentsresisthim, won't he first try to stealit anddeceive

them? (uv 8£ ｏｾ mh4J ｦ ｩ ｾ en:LTpen:watv,up' OU TO fi£v n:pWTOV emX£lpoi QV

KAen:T£lV Kat an:anivTOU<; yovea<;)

Adeimantus:Certainly.

Socrates:And if hecannot,won't he next try to seizeit by force?(an:oTeO£ ｾｩｊ

OUVaLTO, apn:a<oluv Kat ｾｬ｡＼ｏｌｔｏ fina. TOllTO)

Adeimantus:I supposeso.

Socrates:And if... the old manandwomanstandtheir groundandput up a

fight, would he takecareandbe reluctantto act like a tyrant?

Adeimantus:I am not very optimistic about the parentsof someonelike

thatp3

Foraslong ashecanmaintainhis habitsandthoseof his croniesby deceiving

or terrorizinghis parents,theaspiringtyrantwill continueto do so.

Socrates:Whathappensto someonelike thatwhenthepossessionsofhis father

andmothergive out «hav ｏ ｾ Ta. n:mpo<;Kat filFpo<; emAdn:n TOV TOlOllTOV)

33 573d-274b(Reeve273);Loeb 344-347.
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andthe swarmof pleasuresnow inside hasgrown dense?Won't he first try

to breakinto someone'shouseor snatchthecloakof someonewalking lateat

night?Next, won't he try to cleanout sometemple?34

As he relinquishesall shredsof moralself-restraint,he is readyto act out all

his previouslyrepressedfantasies.

...sothereis no terriblemurder,no food, andno actfrom whichhewill refrain

(o(m Tlvo<; cpovouOelvou ｡｣ｰ･ｾｮ｡ｌ oihe ｾ ｰ ｷ ｦ ｩ ｡ ｔ ｏ ＼ ［ oih' i::pyoU).35

Ifhis tyrannicalambitionscannotbefulfilled in his nativecity, hemight leave

to join aforeign tyrantor serveasamercenary.Otherwise,hewill becomethe

chiefof a criminal mob in his native town. By settinghis sightson political

ambitions,he is capableof becominga true tyrant, lording it overhis fellow

citizens.Plato,speakingthroughSocrates,goeson to describehow miserable

the life of this tyrant mustbe,at the mercyof his insatiablelusts,deprivedof

real friendship,andin a stateof constantparanoia.36

Clearly,thedeclineofPlato'styrantincludesall theelementsthatwerepre-

supposedby therabbinicnarrative,ashefollows theinexorablecoursethatbe-

ginswith enslavementto hisphysicalappetitesandculminatesin thevocation

ofacold-bloodedwarlord.Theinevitabilityofthetransition,asPlatopresents

it, providesapersuasivefoundationfor therabbinicargumentthat"his begin-

ning is beingjudgedin light of his outcome:'37Thesequenceincludesall the

stationsthat werementionedby the rabbinictradition, includingthe theft of

theparents'belongings,thedepletionoftheir resources,theresortto crimein

orderto maintainhis expensivehabits,andhis ultimatetransformationinto a

powerfulandviolent robberbaron.

34 574c-d(Reeve,274); Loeb 346-349.

35 574d(Reeve,ibid.); Loeb 348-349.

36 SeeKraut, 323-327;Adam,Republic,325.

37 The impression(or illusion) of inevitability is enhancedby theliterary implementationof the

Republic'sdialogiccharacter.After theopeningpagesin which Socratesconductsrealdebates

with thecontrarypositionsof PolemarchusandThrasymachus,thework turns into avirtual

monologue,asGlauconandAdeimantusdo little morethanpunctuateSocrates'presentation
with periodicwordsof agreementandadmiration,giving the impressionthat the processes
andsituationsthathe is describingmustfollow from oneanotherwith inexorablelogic.
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As wehaveseen,thehalakhah'sinsistencethattheftoftheparents'property.

anindispensableconditionfor theson'sindictmentcannotbeplausiblyexplained

without positinganintermediatetradition in which thatelementis introdueet

While this is not asobviouswith respectto the"gluttony" aspectsof thecrime,I
would nonethelessarguethatasimilar inferenceis justified to someextent.

The Mishnahspecifiesthat the son,in orderto be liable, musthavecoo-

sumeda tartemarof meatanddrunkhalfa log ofwine.38

And thoughthereis no absoluteproof, thereis an indirectallusionto this, as

it is written, "be not amongwinebibbers;amonggluttonouseatersof flesh"

(Proverbs23:20).

Actually, the proof-textfrom Proverbsappearsto be a fully adequateonefor
substantiatingtheMishnah'sclaimthatzolelandsobein Deuteronomyreferto

eatingmeatanddrinking wine.39 Therefore,theMishnah'scautiousformula-

tion thatthis is amereallusionmightwell bereadin thesensethatthelawwas
not originally derivedfrom theanalogywith Proverbs23:20,butenteredthe
oral traditionfrom adifferentsource;while theexegeticalproof-text,persua-

sive asit maybe,wasapostfacto additiondevisedto lendit addedforce.

38 mSanhedrin8:2;seealsoSifreto Deuteronomy219[Finkelstein,ed.,SiphreadDeuteronomilUfl,

252]; bSanhedrin71a.

39 Someof the traditional commentatorsto the Mishnah and Talmud were sensitiveto dlII

problem,andproposeddiversereasonsfor why theproofwasnotacceptedasfully satisfaclOrJ

SeeYom-Tov Lipmann Heller's TosefotYom Tov, Israel Lipschutz'sTif eret Yisra'el to tbt
Mishnah,etc. On the meaningsof the key HebrewtermsseeFrancisBrown andot/'lers,A
HebrewandEnglish Lexiconofthe Old Testament:Basedon the Lexiconof William Gest.
as Translatedby EdwardRobinson(Oxford: ClarendonPress,1977);Halbertal,Interpretatiw
Revolutions,49,51 (n. 16).TheAramaicTargumsto 21:20insertthewords"meat"and-wine":
seeBernardGrossfeld,The Targum Onqelosto Deuteronomy,ed. Martin McNa.maraThe
AramaicBible (Wilmington:M. Glazier,1988),65;ErnestG. Clarke,TargumPseudo-Jonalha
Deuteronomy,ed.Martin McNamara,TheAramaicBible (Collegeville,Minn.: Liturgical Praf,

1998), 59; Martin McNamara,Targum Neofiti: Deuteronomy,ed. Martin McNamara,The
AramaicBible (Collegeville,MN: Liturgical Press,1997),105.Sifre218 [Finkelstein,ed..SipIttr

ad Deuteronomium,251] and Midrash Tanna'im,230, suggestsomealternativerenderiPI

of zolel ve-sove,but neitherstatesexplicitly that it alludesto theft. The sentencein Si.frem-
mentions"becausethis oneconsumedhis father'sproperty" is missinggoodwitnesses.....

Finkelsteinsuggestsplausiblythat it reallybelongsto the"Mekhilta to Deuteronomy"(i.e, the
original Midrash Tanna'im),thoughit is not found in Hoffmann'sedition.
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Given thatseveralof thoseparticularscannotbederivedin anyovertway

from the biblical texts (evenwhen they are channeledthrough the creative

midrashichermeneutics),it doesnot seemextravagantto suggestthattheau-

thor or authorsof this earlyrabbinicdepictionof the rebelliousson,with all

itsexegeticalandhalakhicramifications,werereadingDeuteronomythrough

aPlatonicsubtext.

If this reconstructionis correct-andI entertainno illusionsthatit is con-

clusive-thenit would requireusto positthatat leastsomeof the rabbiswere

familiar enoughwith Greekphilosophicalliteraturefor this passageto come

to mind asa usefulsubtextfor illuminating the problematicbiblical precept.

This, in fact, bringsus into somenotoriouslyhazardoushistorical territory.

Thequestionof "how muchGreekin JewishPalestine?"is onethat hascon-

tinuedto provokescholarlydebate.As I seeit, however,therangeofscholarly

positionson this questionis relativelylimited. No serioushistorianwould try

to claim thatthePalestinianrabbisoflateantiquitywereisolatedfrom thevi-

brantHellenisticculturethatexistedin the landof Israel.Thedisagreements

relateto the degreesof direct or mediatedfamiliarity that the rabbishadof

therespectivegenresofGreekliteratureandthought.Some,like YitzhakBaer,

stressedthe deepinfluencesof Greekphilosophicalmethodsand ideason

fundamentalareasof rabbinicdiscourse,in waysthat reflect intimatefamil-

iarity with Hellenisticliterature.4o SaulLiebermanarguedfrom thedearthof

explicit mentionsofGreekauthorsorphilosophicalterminology,thattherab-

bis' familiarity with Greekmotifs, thoughperhapsextensive,musthavebeen

indirect, basedon informal verbalexchanges.41 An alternativepossibility is

40 Y. F. Baer,Israel amongtheNations(Jerusalem:Bialik Institute,1955).SaulLieberman,"How
Much Greek in Jewish Palestine?;'in Biblical and Other Studies,ed. AlexanderAltmann

(CambridgeMA: HarvardUniversity Press,1963), 123-125,refersapprovinglyto studiesby

Joel,Bacher,NeumarkandKaminkathatdemonstratethepenetrationofGreekphilosophical

concepts(particularlyStoicethics)into rabbiniccircles.Theoeuvreof E. E. Hallevi is largely
devotedto the exhaustiveamassingof parallelsbetweenrabbinicandGreco-Romantexts in

orderto underscorethefact thattalmudicandmidrashicJudaismwasthoroughlyimbuedwith
theculturalconventionsof Hellenisticcivilization.

41 Lieberman,"How Much Greekin JewishPalestine?"
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that the rabbiniccorpusmight haveundergonean intentionalcensorshipto
removeexplicit referencesto Greekthinkersanddoctrines.42

To be sure,the annalsof ancienthistory furnish an abundanceofstol'ies

(whethertrue or propagandistic)of bandsof youthswho were rallied to the
bannersof assorteddemagoguesor political factionsthatledto violentaetioa
andpolitical revolts.In someofthoseepisodes,thedelinquentswerepatriciaoa

whoweredeterminedto maintaintheirprivilegedlifestylesagainstdemocratic

reforms;in others,theyweredestituteplebeianswho couldbeseducedby ini.
tial offersofdebaucheryandhedonisticpleasures.43 A typicalcharacterization

wasofferedby Pseudo-Sallust:44

Mereyouthsthink it afine thingto wastetheirownsubstanceandthatofoth-

ers, to refusenothingof their own lust andthe demandsof their fellows, to

regardsuchconductasevidenceof manlinessandhigh spirit. ..Thereforethe

headstrongspirit. ..subvertstheestablishedorderof things,andis eagerfor a

revolution.45

42 Such a situation is supposedby Daniel Boyarin, Border Lines: The Partition ofJudtJa)-
Christianity, Divinations(Philadelphia:Universityof PennsylvaniaPress,2004),to accounr
for his thesis that Philonic Logos-theologywas widespreadamongPalestinianJews(.
reflectedin thepopularTargums),butabsentfrom all theothervariegatedworksof rabbinlc
literature.Seealso:EliezerSegal,"'The FewContainedthe Many': RabbinicPerspectivesOIl

the Miraculousandthe Impossible;'Journal ofJewishStudies54, no. 2 (2003): 281·282.AI
any rate,we do possessat leastoneunimpeachableexampleof the rabbis'familiarity with.
passagein a Platonicdialogue;namely,Aristophanes'myth of the androgynouscreationof
the first humans,from the Symposium.On the usesof this passagein rabbinicliteratUre,
seeDaniel Boyarin, Carnal Israel: ReadingSex in Talmudic Culture (Berkeley: Univetsl1y
of California Press,1993),36-44;EliezerSegal,From Sermonto Commentary:ExpourulI",

the Bible in Talmudic Babylonia,ed. StephenWilson, Studiesin ChristianityandJudaism
(Waterloo,Ont.:CanadianCorporationfor Studiesin Religion/CorporationCanadienneda
SciencesReligieusesby Wilfrid Laurier University Press,2005), 21-27.Somescholarshaw
arguedfor thePlatonicorigin of the rabbinicpassagesdescribingthepreexistenceoftheSOIlI
and its possessionof wisdom that is forgottenat birth. SeeYitzhak Baer,"Le-veirurahsIMI
torat aharitha-yamimbimei ha-bayitha-sheni;'Zion 23-24 (1958-1959),Efraim Elimeledl
Urbach,The Sages:Their Conceptsand Beliefs (Cambridge,MA: HarvardUniversityl'ml.

1987),235-250.

43 Eyben,RestlessYouth,especially51-67.

44 Citedby Eyben,63.

45 Much of the scholarlywriting on Jewishbanditry in the first and secondcenturiesCJ!.
hastried to stressits political character,especiallyits connectionsto the Zealotresist:an«
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It shouldbenotedaswell thatthoughGreekauthorsoffer manyrationales

for strict enforcementof paternalauthOrityandfilial respect-mostof which

areechoedby Philo andJosephus-thenotion of a predictabledecline into

depravitydoesnot, asfar asI amaware,appearelsewherethanin Plato.46

Evenif Platowasnot theactualliteraryor conceptualsourcefor the rabbinic

depictionof the rebelliousson,thesimilaritiesbetweenthedescriptionsserveto

underscorethedegreeto which thebiblical law wasnotperceivedasa sourceof

embarrassmentfor Jewsin theHellenisticculturalenvironment.Thisallowsusto

appreciatetheremarkable"newsensitivity"47RabbiAkiva andhisschoolinstilled

into rabbinicthinkingfor thesanctityofhumanlife thatwouldrelegatethislawto

thepurelytheoreticalplane,until mostJewswouldcometo regardtheexecution

ofthestubbornandrebellioussonasabhorrent,andall butunimaginable.

againstRome.For a balancedpresentationthat also takesinto accountthe criminal and
socio-economicaspectsof the phenomenon,seeGedaliaAlon, TheJewsin Their Land in

the TalmudicAge: 70-640C.E, trans.GershonLevi (Jerusalem:MagnesPress,1980),570-
575.SeealsoMartin Hengel,TheZealots:Investigationsinto theJewishFreedomMovement

in the Periodfrom Herod I until 70 A.D, trans. David Smith (Edinburgh:T. & T. Clark,
1989),especially380-404;S. Freyne,"Bandits in Galilee: A Contributionto the Studyof
Social Conditions in First-CenturyPalestine;'in Social World of Formative Christianity

andJudaism:Essaysin Tribute to Howard Clark Keeed.JacobNeusneret al. (Philadelphia:
Fortress,1988),50-68;TerenceL. Donaldson,"Rural Bandits,City Mobs andthe Zealots;'
J5/21 (1990): 19-40.

46 For a usefulsurveyof the relevanttexts,seePeterBalla, The Child-ParentRelationshipin the

NewTestamentandits Environment(Tubingen:HendricksonMA, 2005).

47 My useof this expressionderivesfrom David Flusser,"A New Sensitivityin Judaismandthe
ChristianMessage;'Harvard TheologicalReview61 (1968): 107-127.
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