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midrash, the Palestinian Talmud, classical ag- 
gadic midrash, and two chapters are devoted to 
the Babylonian Talmud (Bavli). Kraemer finds 
that the Palestinian documents conservatively 
adhere to the biblical notion that suffering is 
punishment for sin. Only the Bavli adopts a more 
radical and open approach, admitting that some 
suffering and death, particularly that of the right- 
eous, may be undeserved. While Yaakov Elman 
concluded that the new openness to non-conser- 
vative responses to suffering developed with 
Rava and other fourth-century Babylonian sages, 
Kraemer adopts Jacob Neusner’s view that attri- 
butions of statements to named sages are unreli- 
able and, therefore, only the particular view of 
each document can legitimately be investigated. 
However, Kraemer himself seems to realize the 
problems of applying this methodology too 
strictly. 

Marc Bregman 
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SAGES, STORIES, AUTHORS AND EDI- 
TORS IN RABBINIC BABYLONIA. By 
Richard Kalmin. Brown Judaic Studies, 300. At- 
lanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1994. Pp. xvi + 340. 
$59.95. 

A collection of five articles that have ap- 
peared in assorted journals since 1988 with four 
new chapters on related themes. The unifying 
argument that runs through all these studies is 
that the Babylonia Talmud (BT) displays unmis- 
takable signs of having been assembled from 
diverse sources. While this observation might 
appear obvious to many students of rabbinic 
literature, it has been vocally challenged of late, 
and set against a perception of BT as a pseudepi- 
graphic work whose authors invented or substan- 
tially rewrote traditions ascribed to earlier sages. 
By analyzing a heterogeneous sampling of 
source-types, Kalmin demonstrates how BT pre- 
serves certain inconsistencies of treatment and 
attitude (towards issues, individuals and genera- 
tions) that attest to the diverse origins of its 
components. This valuable work combines im- 
pressive erudition in rabbinic studies with an 
aptitude for posing productive methodological 
questions. 
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SOLVING THE MYSTERIES OF THE 
DEAD SEA SCROLLS: NEW LIGHT ON 
THE BIBLE. By Edward M. Cook. Grand Rap- 
ids, MI: Zondervan, 1994. Pp. 191. $12.99. 

Though no substantial mysteries are solved 
here, this volume does provide general readers a 
good, brief introduction to debates about the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and their relation to the Bible. 
Cook recounts the story of the Qumran discover- 
ies and the subsequent quarrels concerning the 
editing and proprietorship of these texts. He 
writes clearly and generally does a good job of 

surveying the new texts, sorting out plausible 
from merely sensationalistic proposals on the 
implications of this research for better under- 
standing of Jewish and Christian writings. One 
unpersuasive current trend is given excess cre- 
dence when later rabbinic descriptions of “Sad- 
ducees”-a term which evolved-are given as 
relevant for the Qumran group. Josephus was 
closer in time to Qumran, and his account of 
Sadducees as denying, e.g., resurrection and pre- 
destination, excludes them as reasonable candi- 
dates for authorship. Cook’s supposition that 
“Qumran Sadducees” are a different sort of Sad- 
ducees seems gratuitous, but Cook does not press 
the point very far. Unlike much popular writing 
on the Scrolls, Cook’s volume can be safely 
recommended to beginning students. 
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JOSEPHUS’ ACCOUNT OF THE EARLY 
DIVIDED MONARCHY (GI 8,212-420). By 
Christopher Begg. Leuven: Leuven University 
Press, 1993. Pp. 370. 2400 BEF. 

Primarily of interest to scholars, this close 
analysis of Josephus’ treatment of the biblical 
narratives of 1 Kgs 18-22 and 2 Chr 10- 18 fo- 
cuses on sources, integration of biblical texts, and 
rewriting techniques. The study provides no new 
insights into the source question. While the 
analysis confirms much of Louis Feldman’s 
work, the conclusion that Josephus demonstrates 
no less interest in theological or miraculous mat- 
ters than does the biblical writer is significant and 
warrants further exploration. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS: EYEWITNESS TO 

OF JUDEA. By Mireille Hadas-Lebel. Trans- 
lated by Richard Miller. New York: Macmillian, 
1993. Pp. xvi + 270. $20.00. 

This popularized biographical study of the 
first century Jewish historian, originally publish- 
ed in France in 1989, is meant for the newcomer 
to Josephus and his world. The author primarily 
summarizes Josephus’ own writings, but also 
intersperses discussions of pertinent historical, 
cultural, and religio-political issues concerning 
his setting. While Josephus is often maligned by 
modem writers, Hadas-Lebel obviously admires 
him-her portrait of Josephus presents “a child 
prodigy, a brilliant young man...an eloquent in- 
tellectual ... a careful rationalist ... and, added to 
that, a profoundly believing Jew” (238). The 
book is well-written and interesting, and is rec- 
ommended as an initial treatment of Josephus. 

ROME’S FIRST-CENTURY CONQUEST 
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DIE INSPIRATION  HEILIGER 

DRIEN. By Helmut Burkhardt. GiessedBasel: 
Brunnen, 1988, 1992*. Pp. xii + 265. (ISBN: 
3-7655-9340-0), SFr 50,SO. 

Argues that the opinio communis which at- 
tributes an ecstatic theory of inspiration to Philo 
is wrong; rather Philo held a view of “inspired 
wisdom” which recognized the place of the hu- 
man author. Burkhardt’s argument moves 
through three stages: a history of research from 
the end of the eighteenth century including the 
views of systematicians, the concept of Scripture 
in Philo, and Philo’s concept of the origin of 
Scripture. The strength of Burkhardt’s case is his 
thorough collection and careful analysis of pre- 
viously neglected indirect evidence from the Phi- 
lonic corpus. Although he argues that Philo’s 
canon extends beyond the Pentateuch in part two, 
he bases his theory of inspiration on the person 
of Moses as author in part three. While the book 
is therefore not without some difficulties, the 
reprint justly attests to the importance and inter- 
disciplinary appeal of the monograph. 
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THE ORIGINS AND EVOLUTION OF THE 
MOSES NATIVITY STORY. By Jonathan Co- 
hen. Studies in the History of Religions (Numen 
Bookseries), 58. Leiden: Brill, 1993. Pp. vi + 
205. $68.75. 

Beginning with the Biblical account of 
Moses’ birth, this study traces the development 
of the legend in later Jewish, Christian and Sa- 
maritan reinterpretations and adaptations. Post- 
biblical sources examined are Jubilees, Ezekiel 
the Tragedian, the Biblical Antiquities of (ps-) 
Philo, Philo, Josephus, the Midrash, Rashi, the 
Samaritan Asatir, and several Christian sources. 
Appendixes include notes on Ibn Ezra’s com- 
mentaries, a translation of the relevant material 
from the Asatir, and a discussion of possible 
influence on Luke’s nativity account. Although 
the author’s attempt to identify literary patterns 
and prototypes in the nativity story has affinities 
to the Gunkel-Gressmann school, he has de- 
parted from this school in several respects. He 
does not assume that the earliest form of the 
legend is necessarily the “purest” or the most 
uniform. Tensions and contradictions existed in 
the legend at the very outset, and later versions 
are often less composite than the story they seek 
to explicate. Examination of the later tradition 
can thus be of direct value in understanding the 
inner dynamics of the more ancient story. Rec- 
ommended for biblical scholars as well as spe- 
cialists in literary criticism and ancient biblical 
interpretation. 
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