KILAYIM

KILAYIM (Heb. D?B?ZJ), the name of a tractate in the Mishnah,
Tosefta and Jerusalem Talmud dealing with several biblical
prohibitions of mixed species.

The Torah (Lev. 19:19; Deut. 22:9-11) lists a number of
different examples of mixtures that are prohibited as mixed
species. The halakhah reflected in the Mishnah and related
works classifies the prohibitions under at least five categories:
(1) interbreeding of animals (Ch. 8); (2) planting mixed seeds
(Chs. 2 and 3), understood to include the grafting of trees
(1:4, 7-8); (3) shauatnez: mixing wool and linen in garments
(Ch. 9); (4) planting grain or greens in a vineyard (Chs. 4-7);
(5) ploughing or doing other work with two different species
of animal (8:2-4). In its ten chapters, the Mishnah Kilayim
deals with the regulations governing all five. In contrast to
the assumption of the rabbinic halakhah, mixed seeds was
not accepted as a separate biblical prohibition by some early
traditions, who applied the relevant scriptural expression to
the prohibition of grain in a vineyard. Although the kila’im
laws themselves were derived from a relatively straightfor-
ward reading of the Torah, the details discussed in the trac-
tate were deduced through the exercise of logic, analogies
with other areas of law, or by application of the general rules
to specific objects and situations. Jewish thinkers through
the ages have speculated about the rationale for this prohi-
bition, or have classified it as an unexplained or mysterious
ordinance; however, the Mishnah and talmudic works deal
with the technicalities of deriving and applying the law and
not with its purpose.

Because the prohibitions only apply to the mixing of dis-
tinct species, but not to variants of a single species, Mishnah
1:1-6 deals with the botanical or biological classifications of
seeds, trees or animals with a view to determining which are
or are not separate species. There is evidence that the earlier
stratum of halakhah, as represented by Beit Shammai, held to
a stricter position that forbade even the mixing of sub-spe-
cies (see Tosefta and Jerusalem Talmud 1:4). The rabbis’ in-
terpretations can be better understood when compared with
ancient naturalists, as well as with the agricultural realia of
Israel. Important contributions to the elucidation of kilayim
from those perspectives have been made by L.E. Loew, S. Lie-
berman, and J. Feliks. On the whole, the halakhic classifica-
tions seem to owe more to popular usage and terminology
than to scientific biology.

Questions dealt with in the Mishnah include the amount
or proportion of the prohibited species that renders the field
prohibited; separation of different species by visible barriers
or distances (Ch. 3); procedures for changing a field over from
one crop to another without leaving forbidden traces of the
previous crop (3:6-7). Suggestions are offered on how to grow
several species of greens of legumes in a small patch by sepa-
rating them into distinct geometric patterns (3:1 etc.).

The prohibition of kilayim in the vineyard is spelled out
very clearly in the Torah, along with the explicit penalty “lest
the fruit of your seed which you have sown, and the fruit of
your vineyard, be defiled”; hence it is treated more stringently,
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and the produce of such a mixture does not become permitted
after the fact, as would occur in the case of mixed seeds.

The sages cited in the Mishnah Kilayim cover all the
generations of tannaitic activity, from the days of the Temple
(Eliezer ben Jacob) through to the scholars of Jabneh, Rabbi
Akiva and his principal disciples. The Jerusalem Talmud, in
addition to its commentary on the laws of the Mishnah and
Tosefta, contains an aggadic digression (9:3, 32b) with bio-
graphical and hagiographical stories about Rabbi *Judah ha-
Nasi and his contemporaries, material that was reworked in
a less authentic version in TB, BM 83bff.).
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[Stephen G. Wald (27 ed.)]

KILIYA (Rom. Chilia-Noua), city in Izmail district, Bessara-
bia, today Moldova. Jews are first mentioned there in 1545. In
the latter part of the century Jewish merchants from Constan-
tinople used to pass through Kiliya on their way to Lvov. Infor-
mation on a Jewish community is available only from the early
18th century (1713; 1715). There were 27 Jewish families (out
of a total of 478) in 1808, and 249 persons in 1827. The com-
munity grew as a result of Jewish immigration into Bessara-
bia during the 19t century, and numbered 2,153 (18.5% of the
total) in 1897. In 1930 there were 1,969 Jews (11.3% of the to-
tal). Before World War 11 the communal institutions included
two old-age homes and a *Tarbut school and kindergarten. In
1940 it was annexed by the Soviet Union and incorporated in
the Moldavian ssr. The Jews were transferred to Bolgrad and
killed there by the German and Romanian armies when they

entered Bessarabia in July 1941.
[Eliyahu Feldman]

KIMBERLEY, city in the Western Province of the Cape Prov-
ince, South Africa, center of the South African diamond indus-
try. Jews flocked to Kimberley on the discovery of diamonds
there in 1870, and as early as 1871 a congregation, named the
Griqualand West Hebrew Congregation, was formed, and
the first synagogue was built in 1876. Among the early set-
tlers were Barney *Barnato, his brother Harry, and his cousin
David (later Sir David) *Harris. The first temporary minister
was the Rev. Joel *Rabinowitz who returned to South Africa
from England after his retirement. The first permanent min-
ister was Meyer Mendelsohn. Until the founding of Johannes-
burg in 1886, Kimberley was home to the second largest Jew-
ish community in South Africa, numbering over 2,000 souls
at its peak. No fewer than five Jews have served as mayors of
Kimberley: William Sagar (1906-08), Ernest (later Sir Ernest)
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